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INTRODUCTION

We Say We Want Him to Come

"Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” — Revelation 22:20

Every generation of believers has sung the words. Every communion service has repeated the hope. Every
closing prayer of a thousand churches has ended with some version of that ancient cry, spoken first by
John on the island of Patmos and echoed ever since by every soul who longed to see the face of Christ.
We say we want Him to come. We sing it with feeling. We preach it with conviction. We print it on
banners and hang it over pulpits. And yet a question waits quietly beneath all of that language, a

question most of us have never dared to ask out loud.
Do we actually mean it?

This is not a question about sincerity in the abstract. Nobody stands up in church and announces that
they hope Christ delays His return indefinitely. That would sound monstrous, even to the most
comfortable among us. The question is not what we say. The question is what our lives, examined
honestly, reveal about what we actually expect and actually want. There is a difference between

professing expectancy and living expectancy, and that difference is the subject of this book.

Professing Expectancy Versus Living Expectancy

Professing expectancy costs nothing. It requires only a vocabulary, a hymn, a doctrinal statement
affirmed at baptism or church membership. Living expectancy is a different matter entirely. It shows up
not in what a person says on Sabbath or Sunday morning but in how that same person structures a
Tuesday afternoon. It shows up in a checkbook, a calendar, a five-year plan, a mortgage application, a
retirement account, a building fund. Expectancy that lives only in language and never migrates into
decisions is not really expectancy at all. It is nostalgia for a hope our grandparents held more urgently

than we do.

Consider how strange our situation actually is. We gather in buildings adorned with paintings of clouds
parting and trumpets sounding, we sing hymns about a King who may appear at any hour, and then we
walk out of those buildings into lives organized with the careful, deliberate permanence of people who

expect to be here for decades. We say the field is white for harvest and the night is far spent, and then we
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sign contracts that assume forty more years of stable employment. Somewhere between the sanctuary

and the parking lot, something quietly shifts.

Not a Book About Setting Dates

Let it be said clearly from the outset. This is not a book about calculating a date, decoding a prophetic
timeline, or predicting a year. History is littered with the wreckage of such attempts, and the wreckage
is instructive precisely because it teaches us that date setting is not the same thing as readiness. A person
can be obsessed with a calendar and utterly unprepared in heart. A person can hold no opinion
whatsoever about the timing of Christ's return and yet be entirely ready, because readiness was never a
matter of information. It was always a matter of relationship, of surrender, of a life so fully given to

Christ that His appearing would interrupt nothing that truly mattered.

This book asks a harder and more personal question than any calendar can answer. Not when will He

come, but what would His coming actually cost us, and are we prepared to pay that cost gladly.

The Uncomfortable Question

What does our behavior say we actually believe? Not our creeds, not our sermons, not our carefully
worded doctrinal statements, but our behavior. Our spending. Our building programs. Our educational
plans for our children. Our retirement portfolios. Our institutional strategies stretching decades into an
uncertain future. If these things were laid alongside our confession that Jesus may come at any moment,
would they agree with one another, or would they quietly contradict each other in ways we have simply

learned not to notice?

This is not an accusation. It is an invitation to an honest inventory, offered by someone who is asking
these questions of himself as much as of any reader. None of us built these patterns of life alone or all at
once. They accumulated slowly, decision by reasonable decision, until a comfortable, permanent-
looking life stood where a pilgrim's tent once stood, and none of us can quite remember when the tent

became a house.

The chapters that follow will walk through the major arenas of ordinary life, money, family, career,
church, institutions, children, ambition, and will hold each one up to the light of a single question, asked
again and again in different forms. If we truly believed Christ could return soon, would we be living,

spending, building, educating, investing, and planning exactly as we are now? The reader is invited not
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to defend a position but to look honestly, and to let the Spirit of God, not the author of this book, draw

the necessary conclusions.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Let us find out together whether we mean it.
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CHAPTER 1

What Would You Change If Jesus Were
Coming Soon?

"Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.” — Matthew 24:42

Imagine, for a moment, that you received credible word, not a rumor, not a prediction, but genuine
certainty, that Jesus Christ would return within the next thirty days. Not a date on a chart. Not a theory

from a preacher. Certainty. What would change?

Most people, if they are honest, can answer this question almost instantly. The answer comes quickly
because somewhere inside every believer there already exists a clear sense of what matters and what does
not. The trouble is not that we lack the answer. The trouble is that we already know the answer and have

simply chosen, for the time being, to live as though it were not true.

The Question That Exposes Our Priorities

A question about thirty days is really a question about priorities, because thirty days is too short a
window for pretense. Nobody spends the final month before Christ's appearing negotiating a raise or
researching a mortgage refinance. The urgency of the scenario burns away everything but what is real.
And that is precisely why the question is so uncomfortable. It does not ask what we believe in theory. It
asks what we would do if we believed it enough to act, and by asking that, it quietly reveals how much

of our present life is built on the assumption that we have far more time than thirty days.

Would Your Financial Decisions Change?

Consider the pending purchase, the loan under negotiation, the investment being weighed. If Christ
were returning in thirty days, would that purchase still make sense? Some spending would remain
entirely appropriate, feeding a family, paying honest debts, caring for the sick, because faithfulness does
not mean irresponsibility. But some spending exists purely to build a future that a thirty day window
renders meaningless. The believer who is honest with this thought experiment usually discovers that a

great deal of financial behavior is not about need at all. Itis about the unexamined assumption of decades

still ahead.

Would Your Relationships Change?
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Grudges that have simmered for years suddenly look absurd against thirty days. Estranged siblings would
tind a way to speak. Unspoken words of love or apology would finally be spoken. Marriages coasting on
habit would be tended with fresh attention. This is worth pausing over, because it exposes something
important: the relationships we are neglecting are very often not neglected because they do not matter,
but because we have quietly assumed we can attend to them later. Take away the assumption of later,

and the neglect becomes indefensible.

Would Your Career Ambitions Change?

The promotion pursued at the cost of family time, the reputation guarded at the cost of honesty, the
ladder climbed at the cost of conscience, none of these survive the thirty day test. It is not that ambition
itself is sinful. Scripture nowhere condemns diligence or excellence. But ambition untethered from
eternity has a way of quietly becoming an idol, and idols reveal themselves the moment eternity draws

near.

Would Your Church Priorities Change?

Committee meetings about carpet color, disputes over parking lot policy, years-long building
campaigns, all of these would be set aside overnight in favor of prayer, reconciliation, and the urgent
proclamation of the gospel to the lost. This is not a claim that church administration is worthless. It is
an observation that the proportion of energy congregations spend on institutional maintenance,
compared to the energy spent on eternal matters, tends to invert itself the moment eternity feels close.

That inversion is itself the evidence this book is interested in.

What Would Suddenly Become Unimportant?

This may be the most revealing question of all. Make an honestlist of what would become unimportant.
The length and content of that list is a fairly accurate map of where a life has drifted from its true center.
Whatever falls off the list under the pressure of thirty days was very likely never as important as the time
and worry invested in it suggested. The remaining chapters of this book will return to this same exercise
again and again, applying it to money, to institutions, to children, to ambition, because it is the single

most honest diagnostic tool available to a believer who genuinely wants to know what he believes.

The purpose of this chapter is not to produce guilt but clarity. Before examining specific arenas of life
in the chapters ahead, it is worth simply sitting with this question until its full weightis felt. What would

you change? And then, more importantly, why are you waiting?
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CHAPTER 2

We Preach Urgency but Live for Permanence

"For the time is short.” — 1 Corinthians 7:29

There is a peculiar dissonance at the heart of much of contemporary Christianity, and nowhere is it
more visible than in the gap between what is preached from the pulpit and what is planned around the
kitchen table. On Sabbath or Sunday morning the congregation hears that Jesus is coming soon, that
the signs of the times are multiplying, that the hour is later than most people realize. By Monday
morning the same congregation is back at work pursuing thirty-year mortgages, employer-matched
retirement accounts, and long-range career trajectories that assume, without ever quite saying so, that

the world has decades left to run.

Jesus Is Coming Soon

The phrase has been repeated so often that it risks becoming decorative, a pious flourish attached to the
end of sermons rather than a proposition believed with the whole of one's planning. This is not a new
problem. Paul had to remind the Thessalonians not to abandon their responsibilities under the pretext
of an imminent return, and centuries later believers still struggle to hold together two truths that feel, at
first glance, like they pull in opposite directions: Christ may come at any moment, and in the meantime

life must be lived faithfully in an ordinary world.

A Long Future, Structured in Detail

Yet look honestly at how believing households are actually structured. Thirty-year mortgages assume
thirty years. Retirement plans assume a working life stretching to sixty-five or seventy, followed by a
further span of leisure funded by decades of careful saving. Career ladders assume promotion cycles
measured in years, sometimes an entire working lifetime spent climbing toward a corner office or a
partnership that will notarrive for twenty years. Property accumulation assumes appreciating value over
spans of time that only make sense if the world persists largely as it is. Institutional expansion, whether
in a local congregation or a denominational headquarters, assumes decades of continued operation,

continued donors, continued students, continued patients.

None of these structures are inherently sinful. A mortgage is not a sin. A retirement account is not a sin.

The question this chapter raises is not whether such things are permissible but whether the sheer scale

10
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and totality of our long-range planning has quietly become the actual operating theology of our lives,

regardless of what is preached on Sabbath morning.

Is Preparation for the Future Inconsistent with Expecting Christ?

This question deserves a careful answer, because an overcorrection is as dangerous as the problem itself.
Scripture does not condemn foresight. Joseph stored grain for seven years of famine. The wise virgins
kept oil in reserve. Proverbs commends the ant for gathering food in summer. Believers are not called to
reckless improvidence dressed up as faith. A parent who refuses to plan for a child's wellbeing in the
name of imminent expectation is not demonstrating greater faith but a kind of presumption that has,

throughout church history, produced real harm.

The issue is not planning itself but the posture behind the planning. A farmer can plant a field in the
morning holding it loosely, ready to leave it standing the moment the trumpet sounds, or a farmer can
plant a field as though the field itself were the point of his existence, so entangled with it that its loss
would be the loss of his whole reason for living. The external actions may look identical. The internal
posture is entirely different, and it is that internal posture, not the external calendar of activities, that

this book is most concerned with.

Holding the Future with an Open Hand

What would it look like to plan for the future while genuinely holding that future with an open hand?
It would look like preparation that never becomes obsession. It would look like a household that saves
and works and educates its children, while remaining visibly, practically ready to set all of it aside the
moment Christ calls. It would look like institutions that build wisely for the present mission without
quietly making institutional permanence the unstated goal of the whole enterprise. The remaining
chapters will examine each of these arenas in turn, but the principle established here is foundational: the
question is never merely whether we plan, but what our planning has revealed about what we actually

expect God's calendar to look like.

11



DO WE REALLY WANT JESUS TO COME?

CHAPTER 3

Do We Want Jesus, or Just the Idea of His
Coming?

"For where your treasure is, there will your beart be also.” — Matthew 6:21

There is a subtle but important difference between loving a doctrine and loving a Person. It is possible
to be genuinely fascinated by the Second Coming as a subject, its prophecies, its symbols, its unfolding
drama in the book of Revelation, without actually longing for the Person at the center of that drama to
appear. Many believers who could diagram the sequence of end-time events with remarkable precision

have never asked themselves whether they are more attached to the map than to the destination.

Loving the Doctrine of the Second Coming

Doctrine has its proper place. Understanding what Scripture teaches about Christ's return is valuable
and important. But doctrine can become a substitute for devotion when it turns into an intellectual
hobby rather than a relational hope. A person can enjoy prophecy seminars, argue passionately about
symbols and timelines, and feel a genuine thrill at each new headline that seems to fulfill some sign, all
while remaining functionally unbothered by the prospect of actually meeting the Lord face to face

tomorrow. The doctrine has become interesting. The Person has not become desired.

Wanting Heaven Without Wanting This World to End

Most believers, if asked directly, would say without hesitation that they want to go to heaven. Far fewer,
examined honestly, actually want this present world to end soon, because this present world contains
the people they love, the plans they have made, the comforts they have grown accustomed to, and the
achievements they have not yet finished pursuing. Heaven is wanted as a future reward. The end of this
present order, the actual mechanism by which heaven becomes accessible, is quietly not wanted at all, at

least not yet.

Why Delay Can Secretly Feel Comfortable

This is perhaps the most uncomfortable observation in the whole book. Delay is comfortable. It
postpones the reckoning. It allows the unfinished business of an ordinary life, the wedding not yet held,

the degree not yet earned, the debt not yet paid off, the grandchild not yet born, to proceed on its own

12
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unhurried schedule. A believer can sincerely pray for Christ's return in the abstract while quietly, almost
unconsciously, being relieved each time another year passes without it happening. This relief does not
make a person a hypocrite in some dramatic sense. It makes a person human, entangled in the ordinary

attachments of life. But naming the relief honestly is the first step toward examining it.

The Things We Are Not Ready to Surrender

Every believer, if he sits long enough with the question, can name something specific. It may be a career
on the verge of a breakthrough. It may be a relationship not yet reconciled or a marriage not yet begun.
It may be a body of accumulated wealth, a home finally paid off, a business finally profitable. It may
simply be the comfortable predictability of an ordinary week, church on Sabbath, work through the
week, rest on the weekend, repeated indefinitely into a future that feels safer than sudden, total
transformation. Whatever it is, that unnamed attachment is where treasure has quietly settled, and
Christ's own words are precise on this point. Where the treasure is, the heart will be also, regardless of

what the mouth confesses.

This chapter does not offer an easy resolution, because there is no formula that instantly transfers the
heart's treasure from the world to Christ. What it offers instead is the discipline of naming. Name the
thing. Bring it into the light. Ask honestly whether its hold on the heart is stronger than the hope of
seeing Jesus. That single honest naming, repeated as often as necessary, is the beginning of wanting Him

and not merely the idea of Him.

13
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CHAPTER 4

What Does Our Money Say We Believe?

"No man can serve two masters... Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” — Matthew 6:24

A bank statement is not usually thought of as a theological document, yet it may be one of the most
honest theological documents a person ever produces. Creeds can be recited without conviction. Bank
statements cannot. Every transaction on that statement represents an actual choice, made with actual

money, revealing an actual set of priorities that no amount of pious language can retroactively disguise.

Our Bank Accounts as Theological Documents

If a stranger examined twelve months of a believer's spending with no other information about that
person, what theology would the stranger reasonably conclude the account holder believed? Would the
pattern of spending suggest a person anticipating an imminent, world-altering event, or would it suggest
a person planning comfortably for decades of uninterrupted, ordinary life? For most of us, if we are

honest, the stranger would conclude the latter, and the stranger would not be wrong.

Building Wealth Versus Being Possessed by Wealth

Scripture does not condemn wealth itself. Abraham was extraordinarily wealthy and was called the
friend of God. The issue Scripture repeatedly raises is not the possession of resources but the possession
of the possessor by those same resources. Wealth can be held as a tool, ready to be released the instant
the Master calls for it, or wealth can be held as an anchor, quietly determining what a person is and is
not willing to do, believe, or risk. The parable of the rich fool is instructive here, not because he was
wealthy, but because he spoke to his own soul about many years of ease on the very night his soul was

required of him.

Giving, Investing, Saving, and Stewardship

A believer who wishes to examine this question honestly might begin with a simple exercise, comparing
the proportion of income given away to the proportion invested for long-term personal accumulation.
Neither category is wrong in itself. Scripture commends both generosity and prudent saving. But the
ratio between them, tracked honestly over years rather than months, tends to reveal something real about

where a heart has settled. A household that gives generously while saving wisely is living a coherent

14
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theology. A household that gives token amounts while aggressively building personal wealth has,

whatever its confession, adopted mammon as a quiet co-master.

Preparing for Retirement While Preaching the End of the World

This is perhaps the sharpest tension of the chapter. Retirement planning, by its very nature, assumes a
multi-decade horizon. A twenty-five-year-old contributing to a retirement account is, structurally
speaking, planning for the year 2070 and beyond. There is nothing dishonest about this if it is held
loosely, as one possible future among others, prepared for out of ordinary prudence rather than settled
certainty. The dishonesty creeps in only when the retirement plan becomes the true, unexamined center

of a person's sense of security, more real and more relied upon than the promise of Christ's return.

Can Christians Responsibly Do Both?

Yes, and this chapter is not an argument against saving, insurance, or provision for one's family, all of
which Scripture commends as ordinary wisdom. The argument s against the unexamined drift by which
prudent provision quietly becomes ultimate security, and generosity quietly becomes an afterthought

squeezed from what remains after every other financial goal has been satisfied.

What Financial Preparation for Christ Actually Means

Financial preparation for Christ's return does not mean giving away every possession in a dramatic
gesture, nor does it mean refusing every ordinary form of saving. It means holding money the way a
steward holds another man's property, always ready for an audit that could come at any hour, always
more concerned with faithfulness than accumulation, and always structuring generosity as a first
commitment rather than aleftover. A believer who can honestly say that his financial life would require

no shame or scrambling if Christ appeared tomorrow has understood what this chapter is asking.

15
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CHAPTER 5

Why Are We Building as Though We Will Be
Here Forever?

"The fashion of this world passeth away.” — 1 Corinthians 7:31

Drive through almost any city with a significant Christian institutional presence and the evidence is
visible in glass, steel, and concrete. Universities with sprawling campuses. Hospitals with towers rising a
dozen stories or more. Church headquarters occupying city blocks. Denominational publishing houses,
retreat centers, and administrative complexes representing hundreds of millions, in some cases billions,
of dollars in accumulated infrastructure. None of this exists by accident. Each building represents a

deliberate decision to invest heavily in a future measured not in months but in generations.

Churches, Schools, Universities, Hospitals, Offices, and Institutions

These institutions did not spring up overnight, and this chapter is not written to mock or dismiss them.
Christian institutions have healed the sick, educated the ignorant, and sheltered the vulnerable for
centuries, and much genuine good has come from their existence. But their existence also raises an
honest question that deserves more attention than it usually receives. Institutions built to last a century
are, by their very design, structured around an assumption that the present order will persist for at least
that long. That assumption may be entirely reasonable from a purely administrative standpoint. It is
worth noticing, nonetheless, how rarely it is examined against the professed belief that Christ could

return within the lifetime of the very people laying the cornerstone.

Millions Invested in Buildings and Infrastructure

Capital campaigns for new buildings routinely run into the tens or hundreds of millions of dollars,
funded by decades of fundraising, bond issues, and long-term debt service. The financing structures
themselves assume decades of continued operation simply to service the debt incurred in construction.
A building financed by a thirty-year bond is, functionally, a thirty-year bet that the institution, and by

extension the present world, will still be standing to make the final payment.

Expansion Plans Stretching Decades Into the Future

16
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Strategic plans published by denominations and large ministries routinely project growth targets,
enrollment goals, and facility needs across five, ten, even twenty-five year horizons. Such planning is
standard practice in any large organization, religious or secular, and there is nothing inherently wrong
with careful strategic thinking. The question this chapter raises is simply whether such planning, done
without any visible tension or self-awareness regarding the imminent hope such institutions

simultaneously proclaim, has quietly absorbed a functional theology of indefinite continuation.

Is Institutional Growth Evidence of Unbelief?

Not necessarily, and it would be too simple to declare that every hospital wing or school building
represents a failure of faith. A hospital that heals the sick today is doing genuine kingdom work today,
regardless of whether Christ returns in ten years or ten centuries. The mission of mercy does not require
indefinite continuation to be worthwhile in the present moment. The real danger is not building itself
but building in a way that has made institutional permanence, rather than present faithfulness, the

actual organizing goal.

Or Can Building Also Be Part of Faithful Mission?

Yes, when building serves the mission rather than becoming the mission. A school exists to prepare souls
for eternity as well as for honest work in the present. A hospital exists to relieve suffering as an expression
of Christ's own compassion. When these purposes remain primary, buildings and budgets are simply
tools, useful for as long as they are needed and expendable the moment they are not. The trouble begins
when the tool becomes the treasure, when preserving the institution becomes a goal pursued for its own

sake, disconnected from the mission that justified its existence in the first place.

The Deeper Issue: What Are We Building For?

This is the question every board meeting, every capital campaign, and every long-range plan ought to be
measured against. Are we building to serve people faithfully for as long as we are given time to serve
them, holding every wall and every dollar loosely, ready to release it all the moment the true King arrives?
Or have we, without ever quite deciding to, begun building as though the present order were permanent,
and the coming of Christ merely a doctrine to be taught inside buildings we secretly expect to occupy

indefinitely?

17
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CHAPTER 6

What Are We Preparing Our Children For?

"Train up a child in the way be should go: and when be is old, e will not depart from it.” —

Proverbs 22:6

Few decisions reveal a family's true theology as clearly as the way it raises its children. Sermons can be
forgotten by Monday. A child’s upbringing, by contrast, unfolds over eighteen years of daily, concrete

decisions, each one a small statement about what the parents actually believe is worth preparing a young

life for.

Jesus Is Coming Soon, but Get a Degree, Career, House, and Retirement
Plan

Listen to the advice most believing parents give their teenagers. Study hard. Get into a good college.
Choose a stable, well-paying career. Save early for retirement. Buy a home when you are able. Build a
good credit history. Every item on this list is reasonable, even wise, considered purely on its own terms.
Taken together, however, the list describes a fully realized plan for a long, secure, prosperous earthly life,
a plan almost entirely indistinguishable from the advice a secular, entirely this-world-focused family

would give its own children.

Christian Education and Long-Term Career Preparation

This is not an argument against Christian education or career preparation. Believers are called to
excellence in every legitimate vocation, and Scripture nowhere suggests that expecting Christ's return
excuses laziness, ignorance, or unpreparedness for honest work. Joseph was thoroughly trained in the
administration of Egypt before God used that training to save a nation. Daniel was rigorously educated

in Babylonian wisdom while remaining faithful to God. Preparation and expectation are not enemies.

Are Children Being Prepared Primarily to Succeed in This World?

The honest question is one of primacy and proportion. When a family measures years of energy, money,
and anxious attention devoted to academic achievement and career positioning against the time and
intentionality devoted to spiritual formation, character, and readiness for eternity, which category
receives the greater investment? Many devoted Christian parents, examined honestly on this point,

would have to admit that success in this world has quietly become the primary curriculum, with spiritual

18
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formation relegated to whatever time remains after tutoring, practices, and college application

preparation.

Preparing Them Spiritually Without Making Them Economically
Helpless

The corrective is not to abandon education or career preparation in the name of imminent expectation.
History offers sobering examples of families who did exactly that, only to leave their children unprepared
for ordinary adult responsibility when Christ's return did not arrive on the expected schedule. Economic
helplessness is not a spiritual virtue. A parent who fails to equip a child for honest, self-sufficient work
has not demonstrated greater faith but has instead failed in an ordinary parental duty that Scripture itself

commends.

Teaching Children to Live Faithfully Whether Christ Comes Tomorrow
or Decades From Now

The wisest course threads carefully between these two failures. It teaches a child to work diligently, study
seriously, and prepare responsibly for honest adult life, while simultaneously and with equal seriousness
teaching that child to hold every earthly achievement loosely, to know Christ personally, to understand
the gospel deeply, and to be ready, truly ready, for an interruption that could come at any hour. Such a
child grows up equipped for a long life if a long life is given, and equally equipped for a sudden ending
if that is what comes instead. This dual preparation, rather than a choice between worldly competence

and heavenly readiness, is what faithful parenting in light of Christ's coming actually requires.

19



DO WE REALLY WANT JESUS TO COME?

CHAPTER 7

Would We Still Be Chasing Success?

"What is a man profited, if be shall gain the whole world, and lose bis own soul?” — Marthew
16:26

Ambition wears many faces inside the Christian community, and notall of them are dressed in obviously
worldly clothing. A pastor may pursue a larger congregation, a denominational official a higher office,
an author a wider readership, a professional a more prestigious title, and each may sincerely believe the
pursuit is undertaken for the glory of God rather than for personal advancement. The line between the

two motives is often invisible even to the person walking it.

Titles, Promotions, Influence, Possessions, and Recognition

None of these things are condemned outright in Scripture. Joseph rose to be second in Egypt. Daniel
held high office in two successive empires. Nehemiah served as cupbearer to a king before leading a
national rebuilding project. Position and influence, rightly held, can become significant platforms for
taithful service. The question this chapter asks is not whether a Christian may hold influence but what
happens inside the heart of the person holding it, and whether that influence is held as a tool for service

or pursued as an end in itself.

The Christian Version of the Success Culture

Christian institutions are not immune to the same metrics that govern secular success, attendance
numbers, budget growth, published book counts, social media followings, conference speaking
invitations. These metrics are not inherently evil, and tracking them can serve legitimate purposes of
accountability and stewardship. But when these metrics become the primary measure of a person's or a
ministry's worth, when the pursuit of larger numbers begins to shape decisions more than the pursuit
of faithfulness, a specifically Christian version of worldly ambition has quietly taken root, wearing the

vocabulary of ministry while operating according to the logic of career advancement.

When Ambition Becomes Identity

The clearest sign that ambition has crossed from healthy diligence into idolatry is the emotional reaction
to its frustration. A believer whose identity remains rooted in Christ can absorb a missed promotion, a

rejected manuscript, or a declining congregation with genuine, if painful, equanimity. A believer whose
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identity has quietly fused with professional or ministerial success experiences the same setbacks as

something closer to an existential crisis, because the success was never merely a goal. It had become the

self.

What Happens to Our Accomplishments When Christ Appears?
This question, asked honestly, has a way of resizing everything. The corner office, the published book,

the large following, the impressive title, none of it will matter in the ordinary sense the moment Christ
appears in the clouds. What will matter is whether the accomplishment was built with materials that
survive fire, in the language of Paul's image of gold, silver, and precious stones tested against wood, hay,
and stubble. Ambition oriented toward eternal usefulness survives that test. Ambition oriented toward

personal glory does not, regardless of how impressive it appeared in the present moment.

Success That Survives the Second Coming

What kind of success actually survives? A life spent leading souls to Christ survives. A character formed
into the likeness of Jesus survives. Faithful service rendered without regard for recognition survives. Love
expressed in ten thousand unnoticed acts of mercy survives. These forms of success rarely make
headlines and rarely fill a resume, and that is precisely the point. The believer who genuinely wants Jesus
to come will, over time, find his ambitions gradually reoriented away from what impresses this world

and toward what will still matter in the next one.
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CHAPTER 8

The Church Has a Lot to Lose

"And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your

redemption draweth nigh.” — Luke 21:28

Institutions, by their very nature, develop an instinct for self-preservation. This is not unique to religious
institutions, it is true of every organization that has ever accumulated assets, employees, and reputation,
but it becomes especially poignant when the organization in question exists, at least in its founding

documents, to proclaim the imminent end of the very order in which it has invested so heavily.

Property, Institutions, Investments, Reputation, Organizational
Influence

Consider what a major denomination or ministry actually has at stake. Real estate holdings across
multiple countries. Investment portfolios managed by professional fund advisors. Decades of carefully
built public reputation. Political and cultural influence accumulated through years of strategic
positioning. Employee pension obligations extending decades into the future. None of these things are
illegitimate in themselves, but their cumulative weight creates an institutional gravity that pulls, almost
imperceptibly, toward self-preservation as an unspoken priority alongside, and sometimes ahead of, the

church's stated mission.

What Happens When Preservation Competes With Proclamation?

History offers uncomfortable examples of institutions that softened prophetic proclamation, avoided
controversial truths, or quietly redirected mission priorities when doing so protected institutional assets,
reputation, or political standing. This is not always a conscious, cynical calculation. More often it
happens gradually, through a thousand small decisions made by well-meaning administrators each
weighing institutional survival against a bold proclamation that might cost donors, members, or public
standing. Over enough time, the cumulative effect of these small decisions can be a church that has,
without ever officially deciding to, become more concerned with its own continuation than with the

urgent message it was founded to proclaim.

Can a Church Become Too Invested in the Present World to Genuinely
Desire Its End?
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This is the sharpest question of the chapter, and it deserves to be sat with rather than answered too
quickly. A church with substantial real estate holdings has a genuine, structural interest in continued
property values and continued stability. A church with a large pension obligation has a genuine,
structural interest in decades of continued membership and giving to fund those pensions. A church
with significant political influence has a genuine, structural interest in the continuation of the political
and social order within which that influence operates. None of these interests are necessarily corrupt,
but each of them creates a quiet incentive to prefer gradual continuation over sudden interruption, an
incentive that operates entirely independently of, and sometimes in direct tension with, the church's

professed hope in Christ's imminent return.

This chapter is not a call to institutional dissolution or a romantic rejection of all organized religious
structure. Organized structure has served the church well in countless ways throughout history,
coordinating missionary efforts, funding education, sustaining relief work, and preserving doctrinal
faithfulness across generations. The call is instead for institutional self-awareness, for leaders and
members alike to ask honestly, at every level of decision making, whether a given choice serves the
mission of preparing souls for Christ's return or merely serves the continuation of the institution itself.

The two often align. They do not always, and wisdom lies in noticing the difference.
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CHAPTER 9

Are We More Concerned About Preserving
the Church Than Preparing People?

"And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all

nations; and then shall the end come.” — Matthew 24:14

Every organization eventually develops machinery, budgets that must be balanced, committees that
must be staffed, policies that must be written and enforced, buildings that must be maintained,
employees who must be paid. None of this machinery is inherently wrong. A mission that grows beyond
a single individual necessarily requires some degree of organization to function effectively. The danger
this chapter addresses is not organization itself but the slow, almost invisible process by which
maintaining the machinery can begin to consume the energy, time, and resources that were originally

meant to serve the mission the machinery exists to support.

Institutional Survival Versus Gospel Mission

Ask any pastor or denominational administrator how much of a typical work week is spent on activities
directly related to preparing souls for eternity, personal evangelism, discipleship, prayer, teaching the
gospel, versus activities related to institutional maintenance, budget meetings, personnel matters, facility
management, denominational politics, fundraising campaigns. Many honest leaders would admit that
the ratio has shifted heavily toward maintenance over the course of their careers, not because they
stopped caring about the mission but because the machinery required to sustain a large institution

simply demands an ever-growing share of finite time and energy.

Budgets, Committees, Policies, and Administration

None of these are villains in this story. Budgets ensure resources are used wisely. Committees provide
accountability and shared wisdom. Policies protect against abuse and inconsistency. Administration
coordinates effort across large, complex organizations. The question is not whether these things should
exist but whether they have become ends in themselves, consuming attention that properly belongs to

the urgent, personal work of preparing individual souls to meet their Lord.

When Maintaining the Machinery Consumes the Mission
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There is a telling symptom worth watching for. When a proposal for bold, mission-focused action is met
first with questions about budget impact, institutional risk, and potential controversy, rather than
questions about faithfulness and urgency, the machinery has likely begun to outweigh the mission in
practical decision making, regardless of what the institution's founding documents or public statements

continue to claim.

If Christ Came, Every Denomination Would Become Unnecessary

This is a sobering thought worth sitting with. At the moment of Christ's actual return, every
denominational structure, every headquarters building, every seminary, every publishing house, every
carefully constructed organizational chart becomes instantly, completely irrelevant. The mission each
institution was built to accomplish, preparing souls for that very moment, will have reached its terminus,
and the institution itself, however impressive its accumulated assets and history, simply ends. A church
that has quietly built its self-understanding around indefinite institutional continuation may find this
truth more unsettling than a church that has always understood itself as a temporary vessel for an urgent,

time-limited task.

Are We Building Christ's Kingdom, or Protecting Our Organization?

This is the question every believer serving within institutional structures must eventually ask, not once
but repeatedly, because the temptation to conflate the two does not announce itself clearly. It arrives
disguised as prudence, as stewardship, as reasonable caution. The corrective is not cynicism toward
institutions but a persistent, humble willingness to ask, at every significant decision point, whether this
particular choice serves the urgent preparation of souls for Christ's coming, or merely serves the

continued, comfortable operation of the organization tasked with that preparation.
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CHAPTER 10

The Strange Problem of Praying for Delay

"T'he Lord is not slack concerning bis promise, as some men count slackness; but is

longsuffering to us-ward.” — 2 Perer 3:9

There is a quiet prayer that most believers have prayed at some point, rarely spoken aloud, sometimes
not even fully conscious, but real nonetheless. It is the prayer for a little more time. Not opposition to
Christ's return in principle, never that, but a hope that the return might wait just long enough for one

more personal milestone to be reached first.

We Want Jesus to Come, but Not Yet

This is not a new struggle. Augustine famously confessed praying, in his years of moral struggle, "Grant
me chastity and continence, but not yet." The same structure of prayer, genuine desire for a good thing
paired with a request for its delay, shows up constantly in believers' relationship to the Second Coming.

We want Christ to come. We also, quietly, want Him to wait.

"Let Me Marry First"

The young believer, hoping for a spouse and a family, finds it hard to fully welcome an event that would
forever foreclose that hope in its earthly form. This desire is not sinful, marriage is a good gift, but it is
worth noticing how easily a good desire for the future can quietly compete with the greater hope of

Christ's appearing.

""Let Me Finish School"

Years of study, sacrifice, and financial investment create a natural desire to see the degree completed, the
diploma earned, the training put to use in a career. Again, notsinful in itself, but revealing of how deeply
a temporal goal can embed itself in a heart that simultaneously professes to be watching for a return that

could render the entire course of study moot.

""Let Me Build My Business"

Years of labor invested in an enterprise not yet profitable, not yet established, create an understandable

desire to see the work bear fruit before everything changes. The entrepreneur's prayer for delay is rarely
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spoken in these terms, but it is there nonetheless, embedded in every long-term business plan drafted by

a believer who has not yet reconciled worldly ambition with heavenly expectation.

"Let Me Enjoy Retirement"

After decades of labor, the prospect of finally resting, traveling, spending unhurried time with
grandchildren, pursuing long-deferred hobbies, creates a powerful, entirely understandable desire for a

few more years of ordinary earthly life before the world as we know it ends.

"Let My Children Grow Up"

Perhaps the most sympathetic of all these prayers. A parent watching young children grow naturally
longs to see them reach adulthood, to see them come to their own faith, marry, have children of their
own. This longing is rooted in genuine love and is difficult to criticize without sounding cold. And yet
it remains, structurally, a prayer that Christ's coming would wait, dressed in the language of parental

devotion rather than personal ambition.

When Does ""Not Yet" Finally Become "Now"?

Here is the trouble with the prayer for delay, in whatever form it takes. It never actually resolves itself,
because life continually generates new reasons for one more season of "not yet." The unmarried believer
who prays for delay until marriage becomes the married believer who prays for delay until children
arrive, who becomes the parent praying for delay until the children are grown, who becomes the
grandparent praying for delay until grandchildren are grown, indefinitely, with no natural stopping
point. The prayer for delay, followed to its logical end, becomes a prayer for delay forever, which is not

really a prayer for Christ's coming at all, but a well-disguised preference for its indefinite postponement.

The remedy is not to stop marrying, studying, building businesses, retiring, or raising children, all of
which remain legitimate, God-given aspects of ordinary faithful life. The remedy is to hold each of these
good things loosely enough that their incompleteness, should Christ come before they are finished,
would represent no ultimate loss, because the greater good, seeing Christ face to face, would have arrived
instead. This is the difference between a heart that has genuinely reconciled "not yet” with "even so,
come" and a heart that has merely learned to say the second phrase while quietly, perpetually meaning

the first.
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CHAPTER 11

What If Jesus Does Not Come by 2030?

"But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.”

— Matthew 24:36

Every generation of watching believers has faced a version of the same difficult experience, the passing
of a hoped-for date without the expected fulfillment. The pattern is well documented across church
history and deserves honest, sober reflection rather than either dismissal or repetition of the same

mistakes.

The Danger of Tying Expectation to Dates

Christ Himself stated plainly that no man knows the day or the hour, a statement so clear and so repeated
in Scripture that any attempt to calculate a specific date runs directly against His own explicit words.
And yet the temptation to calculate persists in every generation, because uncertainty is uncomfortable
and a specific date, even a wrong one, offers a false sense of control over an event that Scripture insists

remains entirely in the Father's hands.

Generations That Believed They Were the Final Generation

History offers sobering examples, believers in the first century who expected Christ's return within their
own lifetimes, medieval movements convinced the end had arrived, nineteenth century movements that
set and revised specific dates, twentieth century predictions tied to geopolitical events, and
contemporary voices continuing the same pattern into the present day. Each generation, in its own
moment, felt the signs of the times pointed unmistakably toward imminent fulfillment. Each
generation, so far, has been mistaken about the timing, even when correct about the certainty of the

event itself.

Disappointment and Prophetic Fatigue

Repeated disappointment carries real spiritual cost. Believers who invested heavily, emotionally and
sometimes financially, in a specific expected date have often experienced a genuine crisis of faith when
that date passed uneventfully. Some abandoned the faith entirely. Others developed a kind of prophetic
fatigue, a weariness with end-time teaching altogether, having been burned once too often by confident

predictions that did not materialize. This fatigue is understandable, but it carries its own danger, a slow
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drift from watchfulness into practical indifference, precisely the opposite error from date setting but

equally corrosive to genuine readiness.

Living Faithfully Without Manipulating Timelines

The wiser course avoids both errors. It refuses to calculate specific dates, taking seriously Christ's own
statement that such knowledge belongs to the Father alone. It also refuses to drift into practical
indifference simply because previous predictions failed. It holds the tension Scripture itself holds,
genuine uncertainty about timing combined with genuine urgency about readiness, without allowing

the first to collapse into the second.

Christianity Must Survive Another Delayed Expectation

This is worth stating plainly. Whatever specific dates or expectations any believer or movement may
have privately held, the church as a whole has always had to reckon with continued delay, and it must
be prepared to do so again. A faith that can only sustain itself through confident, specific expectation of
imminent fulfillment is a fragile faith, vulnerable to collapse the moment that expectation is
disappointed. A faith rooted instead in the character of Christ, the certainty of His promise, and the
ongoing work of the gospel in the present, regardless of when the final consummation arrives, is a

sturdier foundation altogether.

Readiness That Does Not Depend Upon a Calendar

This is the goal toward which this entire chapter points. Readiness for Christ's return should never
depend on believing a specific date is near. It should instead be the settled, ordinary posture of a life
continually surrendered to Christ, equally ready whether His coming is tomorrow or a century hence.
Such readiness does not weaken with each passing year of delay, because it was never built on a
calculation of timing in the first place. It was built on relationship, and relationship, unlike a date, does

not expire.
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CHAPTER 12

What Does It Actually Mean to Be Ready?

"Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.” —

Matthew 24:44

Having examined money, institutions, ambition, children, and the many quiet ways delay can become
secretly preferred, the book now turns to the constructive question underlying all the previous chapters.

If professed expectancy so often fails to match actual behavior, what would genuine readiness actually

look like?

Readiness Is More Than Knowing Prophecy

It is entirely possible to hold an encyclopedic knowledge of end-time prophecy, to correctly identify
symbols, sequences, and fulfillments, and still be entirely unready for Christ's actual appearing. The
Pharisees of Christ's day possessed remarkable knowledge of Messianic prophecy and yet failed to
recognize the Messiah standing in front of them, because knowledge of prophecy and relationship with
the God the prophecy points toward are not the same thing, and one does not automatically produce

the other.

Knowing Christ Versus Knowing an End-Time Chart

A believer can memorize every beast, horn, and time period in the book of Revelation and remain a
stranger to the actual character and companionship of Jesus Christ. Conversely, a believer with almost
no formal prophetic knowledge, but who walks daily in genuine, humble fellowship with Christ, is in a
far better position of readiness than the most sophisticated prophecy scholar who lacks that relationship.
This is not an argument against studying prophecy, which Scripture itself commends, but an insistence
that such study must always serve, and never substitute for, actual knowledge of the Person the prophecy

describes.

Assurance Rather Than Terror

Genuine readiness produces a settled, quiet assurance rather than anxious dread. A believer who has
truly surrendered to Christ does not think of His coming as a threat to be feared but as the long-awaited
arrival of a beloved friend. The apocalyptic imagery of Scripture, trumpets, judgment, cosmic upheaval,

can produce genuine terror in a heart unprepared, but the same imagery produces genuine longing in a
Y
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heart already reconciled to God. The difference is not in the events themselves but in the readiness of

the one anticipating them.

Repentance, Reconciliation, Mercy, and Faith

Practically, readiness takes shape through ordinary spiritual disciplines pursued consistently over time.
Repentance, the continual turning away from sin and toward God. Reconciliation, the ongoing work
of making peace with those we have wronged or who have wronged us. Mercy, the consistent practice
of extending to others the same grace we ourselves have received. Faith, the daily trust that rests not in
our own performance but in Christ's finished work on our behalf. None of these disciplines are dramatic
or newsworthy. All of them, practiced consistently, produce the kind of heart that is genuinely ready

regardless of when the trumpet actually sounds.

The Gospel at the Center of Preparation

Every chapter of this book has examined some arena of life where professed expectancy and actual
behavior have quietly diverged. The remedy for that divergence is not a stricter set of rules about
spending, planning, or ambition, though wisdom in each of those areas matters. The remedy is the
gospel itself, the good news that Christ has already done what is necessary to reconcile sinners to God,
received by faith rather than earned by performance. A heart resting in that gospel finds itself gradually,
genuinely reordered, not through willpower alone but through the transforming presence of Christ

living within it.

Are You Waiting for an Event, or Waiting for a Person?

This is the question the entire book has been building toward. An event can be dreaded, postponed,
calculated, and eventually feared into irrelevance through repeated disappointment. A Person can be
loved, longed for, and welcomed with joy regardless of how long the waiting lasts. The believer who has
learned to wait for a Person rather than merely an event has discovered the secret of genuine readiness, a
readiness that does not waver with delay, does not depend on correctly identifying signs, and does not
require the world's systems to first be dismantled before it can be real. It requires only a heart that has

learned to say, and to mean, even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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CONCLUSION

Even So, Come, Lord Jesus

"He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord

Jesus.” — Revelation 22:20

The chapters of this book have walked through money, institutions, ambition, children, delay, and
disappointment, examining each in the light of a single, persistent question. Not merely when Christ
will come, but whether we actually want Him to. By now the answer, for most honest readers, is not a
simple yes or no but something more complicated, a genuine desire tangled up with genuine attachment,
real hope mixed with real reluctance, sincere faith coexisting uneasily with quiet, unexamined preference

for delay.

Perhaps the Question Is Not Simply When Is Jesus Coming

The church has spent enormous energy across two thousand years attempting to answer the question of
timing, charting prophecies, calculating dates, watching headlines for signs of fulfillment. Very little of
that energy, by comparison, has been spent asking the harder, more personal question this book has
attempted to raise. Not when, but whether. Nota question about God's calendar, which remains hidden
even from angels, but a question about our own hearts, which are available for examination right now,

today, without waiting for any sign or any date.

The Harder Question: Do We Actually Want Him To?

Every chapter of this book has offered a different angle on this same underlying question. What would
you change if He were coming in thirty days? What does your spending reveal? What has your family
taught your children to value most? What have you not yet finished, and would you be willing to leave
it unfinished? The honest answers to these questions, taken together, form a fairly reliable portrait of
what a person actually believes, regardless of what that same person might affirm in a doctrinal statement

or confess in a Sabbath morning testimony.

What Would His Return Interrupt?

This may be the single most useful question a believer can ask, repeated regularly as a kind of ongoing
spiritual inventory. What, right now, would Christ's return interrupt? Is it work left undone that

genuinely serves His kingdom, and therefore work that would simply be completed by His own hand
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upon His arrival? Or is it something more personal, an ambition not yet realized, a comfort not yet
enjoyed, a grudge not yet released, a sin not yet confessed? The nature of the interruption reveals a great

deal about the nature of the life being interrupted.

What Are We Afraid of Losing?

Fear, more than outright unbelief, is very often the true obstacle standing between a believer and genuine
longing for Christ's coming. Fear of losing accumulated comfort. Fear of losing unfinished plans. Fear
of losing relationships not yet fully enjoyed. Fear, even, of losing the familiar predictability of an
ordinary life, however imperfect, in exchange for a transformation so total that its scale is difficult to
imagine. Naming this fear honestly, rather than suppressing it beneath pious language, is a necessary step

toward genuine surrender.

What Would We Regret Leaving Unfinished?

This question serves as a useful, ongoing filter for how a life is actually being spent. Anything that would
produce genuine regret if left unfinished at Christ's sudden appearing deserves urgent attention now,
whether that unfinished business is a broken relationship, an unshared testimony, an unconfessed sin,
or a calling not yet obeyed. Anything that would not produce regret, however much time and worry it

currently consumes, has likely been given more weight than it deserves.

Living Fully Without Becoming Attached to the World

This is not a call to withdraw from ordinary life, to abandon vocation, family, or responsibility in the
name of otherworldly detachment. Scripture nowhere commends such withdrawal, and history offers
ample warning against its dangers. The call instead is to live fully, working diligently, loving deeply,
building wisely, while holding every part of that full life with a genuinely open hand, ready at any
moment to release all of it gladly the instant the true King appears. This is not resignation. It is freedom,
the particular freedom of a heart no longer enslaved to the preservation of what it holds, because it has

already given all of it, in advance, to Christ.

Being Able to Say, and Mean, Even So, Come, Lord Jesus

This is the destination toward which the entire book has been walking. Not a new set of rules about
spending, planning, or ambition, though wisdom in each of those areas has been examined along the
way. Not a specific date to watch for, since Scripture forbids that calculation outright. The destination

is a heart that has genuinely, honestly reconciled its attachments to this present world with its confessed
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hope in the world to come, so thoroughly that the ancient prayer of Revelation can be prayed not as a

formula but as the truest desire of the soul.

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. May every reader of this book, examining honestly the life revealed in these

pages, be able to say those words and mean them, not someday, but now.
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